_-michelle ‘shocked -
& the messongers

palais theatre
When the curtain raised, there was a sole
lantem wandering across the darkendd,
smoke clhovered slage. n'g\e s;wnd syslem
rang with the eeria sounds of a ship
alsea. From the darkness Mmql?:ky
Shocked

With admiration and praizs, Shocked
Introduced the Messengers, then mada a
quickl;dgpmyrla. ‘l:ul;e band played a few
tracks, displaying elr own song writing
skills and musical cohesion, The audience

* listened patiently as they waited for the little
Texan they'd all come to sea,

The acoustic strains of When / Grow Up
came booming out, but Shocked was
nowhere o ba seen. Then a flash of light
end her silhouette was larger than life on
one of the ship's sails in the back drop.

Among all of this grandeur and production,
there was a nole of anxety in the audience
that Shocked would offer no personal
contact, But she quickly dispelled this
anxiely and persuaded much of the
aus:i:nce o getup ahnd dag;gr the usla'i 3

jumped through her tracks kke ¥
Love Was A Train end On The Greener Sids
with the Messang:res. $Solo, she filled the
emply stage with her presence and cha-
risma, Over the repelitious guitar of Grasfy
LUmbo, Shocked recounted the story of a
black American graffiti artist murdered at the
!}ands of eleven white transit police in New

ork.

Oddly enough, an interval was announced

* just as the concert bogan to really swing, |

feared this would kill the momentum and feel
of the performance, But it proved 1o be just
the opposita, e

Shocked reappearsd, $0lo, o do Memo-
ries of East Texas, then sang the haunting
Baflad of Penay Evans. Kz alale ofa
twenly-one year old Vietnam War widow and
her grief and auffering, Shockad's voice,
wrought with emotion, was s0 beautiful that
the audience gat in parfect silence, over-
MR\:(medbybon;J;nL "

joined again by the Messengers,
Shockad grooved through more of her own
tracks. She danced with the band and her
agcﬁonee, abways gu;mg' her heart-warming
grin. Apologising to Paul Kelly, which ghe
need not have done, sang his
trackEwmvg'srvmlngmvbalnpslas
well as Kelly himself.

Shocked then invited Kelly to centra stage
where he played one of his own tracks,
Kaarin Fairfax (alias Mary Jo Stan), Deborah
Conway (ex Do Ri Me) and Shocked all
screamed the backing vocals, some of
which were slightly off, In this musical
collaboration, 's enthusiasm and
spirit spread all over the stage o creata a
musical party.

The encore was, of coursa, Anchorage,
Aneruia.ShoekedqugedheMessengem
back on stage for applause. But when the
time cama for her praise, she took a timid
bow and scurried o, This cot behaviour
only added ko her Texan cham and made
the audience drown the Palais in applause
for Shockad's brilliant 3
CAROLYN MACDONALD

s

michelle shocked extra shoiy

McheuaShockemebeMessengmmmmbranemcompetbmmoewsSundayﬂ
'Ma_mhnmemdemekmm.naacﬁombhefﬁrsuhowawnmaismeauewm
m:bnﬂyposﬂive.thBEAvaiewerCuolynMacDonaladnoGnghhermiemeag951
b > Hurry book now, to avoid disappointment, Tickets are ,
avm'labieﬂuoughanmeusualotmmoryoumyptmbookonnsoo.

THE AGE
Melbourne, VIC.

squi
do seem like a bit of an
bunch..” -

It takes someone as frie

away with & comment like
orgme. and the next second the alsles
were crammed a3 fans embraced thelr
cue to dance. . . Wl or. tonal .
ed here earlylastyear,”  Her unconventional concert began
mwgfgcﬁp%nned us with & spare, with & get from fhe Messengers; who « 3 ¥
display of her volce and her acoustic  were later joined by Ms Shocked for a




